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KINGS PARK — RIO TINTO NATURESCAPE 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.06 pm]: I am pleased to update the 
house on the long-anticipated unveiling of Rio Tinto Naturescape in Kings Park, which was opened by the 
Premier and me on Friday, 14 October 2011. This new nature-based environmental discovery and learning 
facility in Kings Park is truly a unique and visionary facility. This project is the result of a successful cross-
sector partnership between government, community and the corporate sector. The Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority has partnered with Rio Tinto, the Water Corporation, the Friends of Kings Park, and the Australian 
government’s Perth Solar City program to raise stage 1 funding capital of $8.5 million, and $1.3 million for 
operating costs over the next five years. 

The Rio Tinto Naturescape in Kings Park aims to reconnect children with nature. It is the first of its type in 
Australasia and is already providing inspiration to other government and non-government institutions in 
Australia and New Zealand. This project reintroduces visitors to the notion of spending time in the bush in an 
easy and manageable way, right in the middle of a capital city. Set in a six-hectare bush setting, Rio Tinto 
Naturescape Kings Park includes creeks, wetlands, conservation areas, ropes, trees and rocks to climb and cubby 
building, with a separate area for school environmental education programs. 

The project will play a part in addressing a growing body of research and the view of many child development 
professionals that the opportunity to engage in outdoor play is vital for a child’s healthy physical, mental, 
emotional and social development. It will also provide children an opportunity to better understand the wonders 
of our unique Western Australian bushland. 

I sincerely hope this project will encourage more people to understand and value the unique beauty and intrinsic 
value of the Kings Park bushland and of bushland generally. I congratulate Kings Park and all its partners and 
volunteers on this achievement. I encourage all members to take their families to Rio Tinto Naturescape Kings 
Park. It is well worth the visit. 
 


